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ILL HARVEY OSWALD 

Re:' Appearance of Attorney Mark 

Lane at Westfield State College,’ 
Westfield, Massachusetts 



May 1, 



1 C.A'Il 



On May 6 , 1954, a source advised that Attorney Marie 
r.e appeared at Westfield State College, Westfield, Massa- 
usetts, on May 1, 1964, mere he spoke to about 4C0 students 
nc erring the Lee Harvey Oswald case. 



eras source advised that 
was or soared by a f : 



fne following biographical 
rulty c emit tee and 



reuse as one aocr 00 one 



mo a ; 



sraec: 



L-n. 



irk Lane, 37“3 T aar old Mew York attorney, 
of the recently formed Citizens : Committee 
which is conducting an ~±ndeoendent 



-j - 



4-a has been 
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Lancs?- Party of New York State. 
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American 



‘He was a supporter of Henry A. Wallace, in 
the 19-48 Presidential Campaign, as an assistant 
to Congressman Mareantonio of New. York City. 



"He was elected an Assemblyman to represent the 
Yorkville District of Manhattan. in one New York 
State Assembly in I 96 IAV.'. 1 •’ . 

"in December, 1963 , Mr. Lane prepared and 
published a defense brief for Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Mr.- Lane' was retained by Mrs . Marguerite C. 

Oswald to act as corns el for her son before the 
Warren Commission. On March 4, 1954, I-Ir. Lane 
ano eared before the , Commission arid, presented his 
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bindings up to that ante, 
investigation of the assassa 
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eoendent Citizens* Comi^i/Sc, i 
in an attorney-client capacity. 
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’Airies d eg inn ^ ~n g ]iis invGS ons^ ins 

jecome convinced that Lee HarveyOswaad as irncc=r.u 



oi 



crimes changed against him, _ and ts na^ 



announc ea 



chat he will remain with the case. 



The source advised that Mr. fane tookj? articular 
exception to statements in the biographical sketch ohst 
(l) he has been affiliated with the American ^_c.oor -a o/ 
of New York State and (2) he was a supporter of Henry *2* 
Wallace in the 1S48 Presidential Campaign,, as an assistant 
“ <■'- - — The sourc Q 



;o boi 



’essman Marcantonio of New York City. 



advised that 
was true. 



denied that either of these statements 



to ndf ns tha t 
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The source stated it was ms 
the biographical sketch of Lane came from an anon 
letter addressed, to an unidentified merntrer o 
at Vie st field State College.. 

■i This source advised that during has speech Lane 
commented on the- following aspects of the wee Harvey Oswald 
case:..;--. 1 

. Lane 'pointed out "discrepancies in pictures of. 
Oswald 1 ' holding the gun allegedly used In the assassination 
of President Kennedy, which appeered an various puolicat-ons, 
and claimed that-some cf. these pictures were j-orgea ana 
doctored and therefor einobfauthentic. ■ - H 

- Lane-’ comment edl.that it was first sard tna.t the . 
murder weapon was- a: 7.65 mm. German Menus which story 
was later changed- when the F3i announced tnat an waren, _ 
1 So 3, Oswald had- purchased a 6.5 mm, itaaian ra-e. 

Lane commented on the^ backgrounds of District 
Henry;. Wade and wa s critical 01 ■< ad e - s hand -ag c_^t.^.- 
oress following the- death of President Kerneay. wane 
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OSWALD 



also criticized Chief Jesse Curry of Dallas 
meat following the death of Oswald t 
Oswald was dead, the case was cl 



■7" qH 

-f 



no 



investigation. 



the 


effec 


t that since 


and 


OilS.'C 


there would 


ated 


U 1 ICi K* 


the -Justice 



Dc 

Department then ordered, wade to re-open the case and prove 
Osv.'ald : s guilt. c 
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assassin. 



is tne 






;hat Helen Loui; 



liarma, one 

only witness to the Lapp it shooting, had furnished Dallas 

the Tiooit Hiller, which was noo the 
used cor Oswald . 

fried that the Dallas 

Police had net used the description she gave them. Lane 



^Oc.xc e a 
same dasc 



scripoaon oi 

ption that Dallas Police had 
nr interviewed Karkham, who cla 



roaacj 



wars 



cr j- d. 



to change the evidence to fit Oswald 



•who- ■ they 'believed was the killer of President Kennedy, as 
well as Officer Dippit. . 



Lane- also stated, that several -witnesses in this 
case had mysteriously disappeared and described some of the 
circumstances ..V;/.-, . 

Mr*. Lane also c commented on various theories ' as to 
■how and, where President Kennedy Vias shot and stated there 
we re a number .of .'witnesses who claimed the shots came from the 
area of a concrete wall, and overpass ahead of the Pres 
motorcade, and not from -the rear as claimed by the investi- 
gators.. ... 



Mr. Lane also pointed out discrepancies in the 
medical testimony, stating that ■ at first doctors as Parkland 
• Hospital- had said the first. wound was an entrance wound in 
the President 1 s throat ..-’He'- said they later cnanged their 
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Hr, Lane was critical of the F3I and Secret Service 
for not having Oswald -under surveillance on November 22, 

1963, when these agencies had considerable background 
information on him and as extraordinary precautions had been 
taken for the President 1 s visit. Lane stated the FBI and 
other agencies wanted the public to believe that Oswald, 
walked into the Bard-: Depository Building with a rifle in 
spite of all the security precautions taken that day. 



'me source aavaseu 






allowing rale's speecn 



there was a short Question and answer oerioc 



rhe "New York Herald Tribune" news-oaoer da^ed 
January 15, 19c4, page 7, column 1, contained an article 
entitled "Oswald's 2-Iocher Hires Lana," This article soased 
that on January 1-4- , 1964-, Mrs. Marguerite G. Oswald, mo oner 
of accused assassin Lee Harvey Oswald, announced she had 
hired Mark Lane to represent her slain sun before the warren 
Commission investigating the murder of President John F. . 
Kennedy. - . According to this article, Mrs. Oswald stated she 
, had been in contact with Lane during his stay in Fort 
’ North, Texas, the previous weekend. It was also pointed 
j' out that lane had accepted the case although Mrs. Oswald 
stated she. had no funds with, which to pay him. 

it . r '%cThe April 2, 1964’ issue of the "Mew York Times," 
i; page -37, " column 5, contained an article- captioned "Mother 
•‘ of Oswald. -Ends Tie Kith, Lane The article indicated Mrs. 

:V Marguerite’' Oswald -said she-had' dismissed Mark Lane, her New 
jYork lawyer, and - that he should stcp._ any “"organized 
'campaign.’’ on behalf of her ; son through his "Citizens Committee 
of inquiry. " • : . ;• 9v ? 7; :; ' ' 
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